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Preamble 

We, the undersigned, recognize that children are the most vulnerable members of society 

and that they must be safeguarded from the horrors of war. 

Acknowledging the foundational principles of international humanitarian law, the Geneva 

Conventions (1949), the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), and 

the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), 

Affirming that the presence of children in any nation must serve as an absolute barrier to 

war, and that no military objective can justify the harm or displacement of children, 

Understanding that existing legal frameworks aim to protect children within war rather than 

preventing war from affecting children altogether, 

We, The Rufina Children’s Foundation, alongside global child advocates, humanitarian 

organizations, and signatory states, propose the following treaty to be adopted as a legally 

binding international agreement. 

________________________________________ 

Article 1: The Absolute Prohibition of War Against a Nation Where Children Reside 

1. No nation, military force, or non-state armed group shall initiate acts of war—

including armed invasion, bombardment, or military aggression—against any country where 

children reside. 

2. The presence of even one child within a territory shall serve as an automatic 

deterrent to hostilities under international law. 

________________________________________ 

Article 2: Peaceful Resolution of Disputes as a Legal Obligation 

1. All disputes between nations must be resolved through diplomatic, legal, and non-

violent mechanisms as a first and mandatory course of action. 

2. The International Court of Justice (ICJ) shall serve as the primary arbitrator in state 

conflicts to prevent unnecessary warfare that endangers children. 

________________________________________ 

Article 3: Crimes Against Children in Warfare & Legal Accountability 

1. Any leader, military commander, or decision-maker who initiates or participates in 

war against a nation where children reside shall be held criminally responsible under 

international law. 

2. The International Criminal Court (ICC) shall be empowered to prosecute individuals 

and states responsible for violations of this treaty. 

________________________________________ 

Article 4: Establishment of Child Protection Zones in All Nations 

1. Governments shall designate Child Protection Zones (CPZs)—areas where children 

and families are housed—ensuring they are legally safeguarded from military action. 

2. Any attack on such zones shall be classified as a war crime under international law. 



________________________________________ 

Article 5: International Sanctions for Violators 

1. The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) shall oversee the implementation of this 

treaty and ensure that violators face severe diplomatic, economic, and legal consequences. 

2. Nations that violate this treaty shall be subject to international sanctions and 

exclusion from global diplomatic frameworks until compliance is restored. 

________________________________________ 

Article 6: Adoption, Ratification & Global Implementation 

1. This treaty shall be open for signature by all nations and must be ratified through 

their respective legislative processes. 

2. The Rufina Children’s Foundation, in collaboration with human rights organizations 

and international governing bodies, will advocate for its adoption at the United Nations, ICC, 

and regional diplomatic institutions. 

Conclusion 

By endorsing this treaty, governments, global leaders, and international organizations affirm 

that no political, territorial, or military objective can ever justify harming children. 

The Rufina Children’s Foundation calls upon world leaders to sign and ratify this treaty as a 

fundamental commitment to humanity’s future. Let children be the line that war cannot cross. 


